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INNOVATIVE PRACTICE

Fast track to success

A kart racing championship aims to promote STEM
subjects, encourage teamwork and improve behaviour

|SAM CREIGHTON

The background

“When I was at school, I wanted to be a Formula
1 driver but there was nothing you could do to
help you towards that — it was all football and
rugby and I was no good at them,” says Will Tew.

The project
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The project

The BSKC hosts a competition each year in
which schools can enter teams of three to race
in local, regional and national heats. Lesson

plans linking STEM subjects to the principles
behind karting can be downloaded from the
championship’s website.

“Teachers are a resourceful bunch,” says Tew.
“Many of them have gone back and created
lessons about lap times and engines and the
mathematical equations behind things like grip.”

The process of designing and building a chassis
or a braking system for a kart can be tied to
syllabus requirements for engineering GCSEs.
Pupils are also encouraged to design team uni-
forms, which can be slotted into textiles lessons.

The championship has also been used by some
schools and educational groups as a way of mo-
tivating students. The Wheels Project in Bristol,
for example, takes pupils who are having dif-
ficulties in mainstream education and tries to
develop in them an interest in mechanics and
motorsports. It has even used the BSKC to en-
courage good behaviour, getting pupils to build a
kart but only allowing those who meet set stand-
ards for behaviour and attendance to take part
in the championship.

Tew believes that the project can also help
gifted pupils, as it shows how theories can be
applied in real-world situations and allows par-
ticipants to try more advanced engineering than
they might find on their school’s curriculum. In
addition, he thinks that the championship has
character benefits: the teams all need to work |
together and “keep a cool head”, as any mistakes
could cost them precious lap time.

Tips

@ Approach your local karting circuit to see
what they can do for you; pupils may want a
lesson or two to get used to the sport.

@ Ask teachers what lessons they think karting,
and the principles behind it, could help with
and plan how to implement them.

Evidence that it works

Since the project began, the BSKC has received
nearly 100 letters from participating groups
saying how useful they found it. Tom Downing,
a teacher from an East London academy, said
that it helped children “in dire need of positive
enrichment” to forge friendships, gain confidence
and get a base in technological development.
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